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It was the ancient contest of Ghielf and Gftiibel-
line prolonged into a modern time. What was
changed was not so much the manner of the
struggle as the roots from which it sprung. As
in the medieval time it had been the function of
the State to be the police department of the Church,
so to Bismarck the Church in the modern age
seemed to have a similar part to play.187 But there
was the same attitude of suspicion between the
two powers. 'This is a question of Church and
State,' said Bismarck at G-astein to Monsignor
Vallet,138 'as a statesman I hate the Church.' He
hated it because it threatened the unity of his
State. He conceived of allegiance as one, and it
was part of the danger inherent in any eccle-
siastical organisation that it undermined that
oneness. While, verbally, he admitted the
Church's right to absolute freedom in her own
domain, he still held that her sphere must be
defined by the State and, as the Falk Laws bear
witness, controlled by it.189 The KulturTtampf
seemed to him 'the primeval fight for supremacy
between royalty and priesthood. . . . What we
aim at is the protection of the State, the establish-
is? On the nature of the relation between medieval dmreh and State
the reader can consult Dr. Figgis' brilliant paper, printed as an appendix
to his Churches in the Modern State.
138 See the interesting little brochure of Mgr. Vallet, Le prince de
Bismarck d Gasteim, (1906), p. 16.
139 Cf. Busch, Our Chancellor, Vol. I, p. 135.